
USACE NRM Partnership Agreement Decision Tree   
(for Recreation and Environmental Stewardship Partnerships) 

Contributions 
Authority: 

33 USC 2325,                 
WRDA 1992, Sec 203 

 
Approval Level: 

0-$99K– PROJECT 
$100K-$1M-DISTRICT 

$1M or more HQUSACE 
 

Does USACE procure 
goods and/or services 

for the direct benefit of 
the agency? 

Is there a mutual benefit, 
mutual interest or              

cost sharing? 

Does the Corps transfer  
anything of value, such as 

funds to a recipient to       
accomplish a public service 

as  authorized by law? 

For Law Enforcement? 

Cooperative Training Agreement 
Authority: 33 USC 2339, WRDA 2000, Sec 213 

Cooperative Fire Agreement 
Authority: 42 USC 1856a  For Fire Protection? 

For Training/Education? 

Contract (not a partnership) 

Economy Act Agreement 
Authority: 31 USC 1535 

With another Federal agency? 

With a non-Federal entity? 

Is the USACE  
substantially involved in 
carrying out the project/

service being funded? 
YES 

Is the Corps 
transferring 
funds to the 

partner? 

Challenge Partnership 
Authority:  

33 USC 2328, WRDA 1992, Sec 225 

YES 

Primary Partnership  
Agreement Type 

MOU 

Will both agencies sign a simple agreement document?  
YES 

Is the Corps simply 
accepting funds, 

materials, supplies 
or services from 

the partner with-
out a jointly signed 

partnership  

agreement? 

YES 

Does the agreement document obligate 
the Corps to expend funds? 

Cooperative Agreement 

Are funds available?  
In the best interest of the Corps?  

Goods/services are cheaper/more  
conveniently available than by contract? 

YES 

NO 

NO 

Contributions 

Is the partnership for a 
specific project where both 

parties agree to specific 
contributions & funding in 

a financial worksheet? 

NO 
Contract (not a partnership) 

NO 

Cooperative Agreement 
(see options below) 

Is the partner a 501 (c) 
Non-profit organization? 

Is it a 'conditional agreement' to 
be used with a 'Support for           
others reimbursable order'?  

With another Federal agency? 

With a non-Federal entity? 

NO 

NO 

MOA 

MOU 

Cooperating Association 
Authority: 33 USC 2328, WRDA 1992, Sec 225 

Will the partner sign a cooperative agreement 
with the Corps for the enhancement of the 

Corps mission, particularly in regard to natural 
resource management? 

NO 

For Research or 
Development? 

Cooperative R&D Agreement 
Authority: 33 USC 2313, WRDA 1996 

Cooperative LE Agreement 
Authority: 42 USC 1962d, WRDA 1976, Sec 120  

Select Appropriate Question/Response 

YES 

YES 

YES 

YES 

YES 

YES 

YES 

NO 

http://corpslakes.usace.army.mil/partners/pdfs/WRDA%201992%20Sec%20203-33%20USC%202325%20Contributions.pdf
http://corpslakes.usace.army.mil/partners/pdfs/WRDA%201992%20Sec%20203-33%20USC%202325%20Contributions.pdf
http://corpslakes.usace.army.mil/partners/pdfs/33%20USC%202339%20Sec%20213%20a%20Coop%20agree%20for%20ed%20and%20training.pdf
http://corpslakes.usace.army.mil/partners/pdfs/42%20USC%201856a%20Fire%20coop%20agreements.pdf
http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/USCODE-2011-title31/pdf/USCODE-2011-title31-subtitleII-chap15-subchapIII-sec1535.pdf
http://corpslakes.usace.army.mil/partners/pdfs/WRDA%201992%20Sec%20225-%2033%20USC%202328%20Challenge.pdf
http://corpslakes.usace.army.mil/partners/pdfs/WRDA%201992%20Sec%20225-%2033%20USC%202328%20Challenge.pdf
http://corpslakes.usace.army.mil/partners/pdfs/33%20USC%202313%20WRDA%201996-%20Collaborative%20R%20&%20D.pdf
http://corpslakes.usace.army.mil/partners/pdfs/15%20USC%203710a%20%20coop%20agreement%20for%20R&D.pdf

